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To give practical examples of how to apply
them into productions

Learning Outcomes

Understand Production audits 
Understand basic materials and
how to make sustainable choices
Understand the lifecycle of ECO
designed circular production
Be introduced to local networks
and resources

Objectives
To showcase simple and effective ways
to make theatre practice more cohesive
with circular economy principles 



to be truly circular, the aim should be to make
sure all set, props and costumes are recycled
after the show. This section of Module 2 will

introduce participants to Eco-Design Principles,
which will help them bring circularity into the

design stage of their production.



Eco-design

BUILD FOR
DISMANTLING Sets are built to be easily disassembled and reused, avoiding permanent, non-recyclable joins. 

MATERIAL
SELECTION  Eco-friendly, sustainable, and non-toxic materials

THE 3 R’s REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE: sets are designed to be broken down, stored and repurposed for
future productions. 
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An eco-designed set is designed to minimise environmental impact by focusing on sustainability
throughout its lifecycle, reducing waste, energy, and material consumption. 
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THE 
METRICS

Where is it quarried and manufactured? 

Does it contain harmful chemicals?

Is the material reusable and recyclable?

Is the material bio-degradable? 
Does it have a high embodied energy?



 ...That is the

Question!

To Use or
Not to Use...

Exercise 1



The Life Cycle of an Eco Design
ProductionCIRCLE-T VIDEO 4
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Life cycle in a nutshell



The Irish theatre green book



 a roadmap for creating more
sustainable productions in Ireland
at every level, from Basic to Net

Zero.

this guidebook is designed to help
you reduce your environmental

impact while maintaining creative
excellence.

Why is the Green Book Important?



Glossary of the
theatre green book



Preliminary

Advanced

Basic

Intermediate

The ETC Theatre Green Book’s 
four levels of certification

These are based on hitting pre-
defined goals across:

The approach is designed to be both
realistic and effective.

 Productions, Buildings & Operations



Commit to reducing your environmental impact

Establish a Green Committee

Make an Action Plan, a Data Plan, and a Communications Plan

For a theatre to self-certify as Preliminary, it would need to:

Preliminary certification
 your commitment to become climate neutral.



Commit to have 50% of all materials used in
the production have a previous life

Commit to storing or using again 65% of
materials used in the show afterwards

For a theatre to self-certify as Basic, it would need to:

BASIC certification
 your commitment to become climate neutral.



The Production Calculator
helps you assess % of re-
use and recycling in each

production

WHY?

Exercise 2Production audits



TEAM 1
SCENERY

TEAM 2
COSTUMES

TEAM 3
PROPS



Source local labour
and materials

Rent or reuse
materials instead

of buying 

REUSE OLD PROPS 
Plan the

dismantling,
sorting, re-use
and recycling. 

Use screws instead of
nails/glue (more eco-

friendly to produce, helps
with the opportunities for
productions to dismantle
& reuse set materials) 

USE SUSTAINABLY
HARVESTED WOOD
WITH LITTLE TO NO

FORMALDEHYDE 

Use recycled/certified materials,
avoid toxic products, opt for

plant based materials 

PRIORITISE ETHICAL
PURCHASE OF PROPS

AND COSTUMES SECOND-
HAND FROM THRIFT /

CHARITY SHOPS / FLEA
MARKETS 

 SELECT WHAT CAN BE
RE-USED OR DONATED

TO CHARITIES AND
ENSURE THAT LEFT

OVER MATERIALS ARE
COLLECTED AND

RECYCLED

Quick Wins

USE MAKEUP FROM
ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY BRANDS.

WASH CLOTHES WITH
AN ENERGY-EFFICIENT

WASHING MACHINE
AND USE ECO SETTING

WHERE POSSIBLE



QR CODE

Local resources
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